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Report of the Selectmen. 


VALUATION OF THE TOWN. 


Real Estate in town, 
526 Polls, 

‘490 Horses, 

1250 Cattle, 

8548 Sheep, 

Stock in banks, 

‘f. '4S trade, 
Money on hand, 
Mills, 

Carriages, 


ASSESSMENTS. 


State tax, 

County tax, 

Town tax, 

School District No. 1, tax, 
“School District No. 3, tax, 
School District No. 4, tax, 
Village Fire Precinct, 
Highway tax paid in labor, 


$918,904 
52,600 
32,238 
34,706 
24,039 
37,200 
16,550 
74,950 
2,900 
1,055 


$1,195,142 


00 
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EXPENDITURES. 


ee 


TOWN OFFICERS. 


George Aldich, Supt. School Committee, $100 00 
Wm. Brown, Supt. District No. 1, 15 00 
A. P. Richardson, Town Clerk, 50 00 
ilenry Burt, 135 00 
Dares A. DeWolf, 125 00 
Henry C. Rawson, 132 00 
T. B. Buffum, Treasurer, 25 00 
C. R. Crowell, Moderator, 5 00 
C. B. Lucke, Collector 1878, 100 00 
$6387 OV 
TRAMPS. 
Edward Bixby, keeping tramps, $66 82 
Patrick Murray, keeping tramps, 36 00 - 
tansom L. Ball, tramp affidavits, 31 70 
Kdwin K. Seabury, tramp affidavits, 4 50 
$139 02 


COUNTY PAUPERS. 


Amount paid during the year, including tramps, $315 28 
Amount received from County during the year, 

and paid to treasurer, 238 49 
Bills paid since Oct. 1878, now due from County 81 66 


5) 


_ SUPPORT OF TOWN PAUPERS. 


G. P. Porter, & Co., goods for Mrs. Stark, $15 74 
E. K. Seabury, goods for Mrs. Stark, 8 86 
John Collins, keeping Mrs. Stark’s cow, 6 00 
Jerome Lebourveau, hay for Mrs. Stark’s cow, 10 00 
Mrs. John Smith, support of Asa Pratt’s children, 15 00 
Medical examination of S. Fetterman, 5 00 
Gilbert T. Stevens, boarding C. E. Crehore, 12 39 
James Sullivan, keeping Mrs. Stark’s cow, 13 00 

$85 99 


TOWN HOUSE. 


EK. K. Seabury, a 2: 00 
Charles M. Russell, repairing plastering, 10 62 
H. W. Brown, whitewashing town hall, 23 10 
H. C. Podwin, repairing roof of townhouse, 2 50 
C. Chase, chandelier and side lights, 15 00 
Alfred W. Burt, drawing wood, 4 50 
G. P. Porter, axe and broom, Liat 
C. C. Davis, lime, brush, glass and putty, 6 41 
T. F. S. Felch, care and cleaning town house, 8 87 

$74 37 

TOWN LIBRARY. 

R. L. Ball, care and room rent, $60 00 
C. C. Davis, Printing Catalogues, 33 00 
G. W. Cowdry, Repairing Shelves, 3 00 
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BLANK BOOKS, STATIONERY, PRINTING. 


A. P. Richardson, $2 00 
C. C. Davis, reports, check-list, &., 1877, 76 62 
G. H. Tilden, record and high-way book, 10 45 
C. C. Davis, Stationery and printing, 9° 9a 

$99 05 


BREAKING ROADS. 


Haskell C. Towne, 14 20 
Wm. E. Roy, 20. 00 
George Jennings, : — LO 00 
William N. Stevens, ie 26 28, 
Isaac Pratt, : 7 80 
John C. Emerson, | 720 
Alfred Watkins, 6 1D 
Charles Rice, | 4 50 
Harding Ball, 13 43 
Albert C. Dickey, % 70 
George B. Williams, 5 1 
John W. Marshall, 3 30 
Stillman Slade, dua 
Wm. A. Maynard, 14 50 

$146 13 


SHEEP KILLED BY DOGS, 1878, (not paid.) 


Henry C. Rawson, $700 
Willis C. Foster, A 50 


S11 50 


{ 


HIGHWAYS AND RAILINGS. 


Roswell S. Blanchard, labor, 1877, 
Alvin A. Beckwith, 
Geo. P. Porter & Co. r nails & spikes, 
Chas: A. Watkins, 
Moses Elliott, snowing Cold River bridge, 
Moses Elliott, labor & team, 
H. Ober, 
Henry M. Elwell, work & stones, 
Bart. Driscoll, 
Chas. Stowell, 
James Stewart, 
Chas. W. Tole, 
Andrew Roy, labor & rantere 
Dennis Griffin, 
Frank P. Allen,. 
Jack Short, 
Oscar W. Rogers, 
Isaac Pratt, 
WD. Ac. Morian))::: 
Eugene E. Pressy, 
Weston P. Moriarty, 
Waldo F. Hayward, Surveying New road, 
Wm. A. Maynard, use of team, 
Roswell S. Blanchard, Labor,. 
Don H. Still, 
‘William Arnold, 
Rosalvo A. Lloward, 
_ Lewis F. Whitney, 
Orren Wheeler, 
James Selkirk, 
John ©. Brown, labor & team, 
QO. H. P. Watkins, 
G. P. Porter & Co., nails & spikes, 


Alonzo Jennings, 


$522 70 


BUILDING AND REPAIRING BRIDGES. 


John Harty, labor, 

John E. Heald, 6 

Fred. A. Lebourveau, blacksmith bill, 
Charles B. Hall, timber, plank & stone, 
Wm. Watkius, shingling bridges, 
Orren Wheeler, labor, 

Chas. H. Graves, ‘* & timber, 
Chas. Gates, 6 with team, 
Otis H. Hall, ¢: 

Solomon Ballam,  ‘** 

Jeremiah Leach, use of derrick, 

Frank B. Knapp, labor & team, . 

EK. K. Seabury, plank & nails, 

G. H. & E. M. Holden, Shingles for bridges, 
Bart. Driscoll, labor, 

John O’Conner, ‘< 

John C. Brown, “ 

Curtis J. Fletcher, labor timber & stone, 
Isaac Pratt, labor, & team, | 
Chas. F. Wheeler, labor, 

Elmer W. Powers, ‘* 


Henry E. Houghton, ‘i & team, 
Chas. W. Houghton, labor & stone & timber, 
Wm. Hall, 6 & team, 


J. D. Holmes, plank, 

David N. Wright, labor, 

Lewis Dickey, timber, 

John L. Houghton, 

Stephen M. Allen, 

H. H. Wolfe, drawing derrick, 
Alfred W. Burt, work on bridge, 
oun? Gs Browitys. i 1 eae 


10 00 
80 30 


$793 78 
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POLICE. 


Bart. Driscoll, Teed $4 00 
Henry C. Podwin, , 14 00 
Charles Gutes, 1877, | 5 00 


alent 9 Wr 10, 


WALPOLE AND WESTMINSTER BRIDGE. 


. Charles Gates, snowing, : $11 50 
For insuring bridge, 69 50 
Patrick Murray, labor, : 1105 
K. K. Seabury, lanterns and nails, } 4 49 
Henry C. Podwin, labor, boarding bridge, 15 00 
John C. Brown, drawing boards, 8 00 
J. D. Holmes, boards, 27:00 
Russell & Powers, sawing plank, | 50 
G. P. Porter & On: oil and lantern, 10 30 
Town of Walpole, plank, 2 54 

$159 88 
Received of Westminster (paid to treasurer), 53 29 

MISCELLANEOUS. 

George Aldrich, posters, Bee de OO 
J. G. Bellows, retainer and affidavits, 1877-8, 40 00 
A. P. Richardson, reperng EG and deaths, 4 50 
WY... Py Porter, 6 125 
G. A. Blake, “6 6 66 2 00 
George Priest, 30 00 
John C: Brown, bounty, Fosiak and hawks, De TO 
Christian B. Dace, abatements, 1877, DL Ly 


Amount carried up, | $139 62 


10 
Amount brought up, i 
Ephraim W. Barker, fire precinct, 
Daniel O’Brien, Dist. No. 3, repairs, 


Christian B. Lucke, collector, discount on taxes, 
Alfred W. Burt, use of team and cash for town, 


66 66 


John C. Brown, 
Benjamin E. Webster, 
Elias W. Knowlton, bounty on hawks, 
Frank C. Watkins, bounty on foxes, 
William A. Maynard, bounty on four foxes, 
Henry A. Hitchcock, glass for hearse, 
George M. Emerson, bounty on fox, 

F. A. Wier, bounty on hawks, 


66 66 


Thomas B. Buffum, treas., town bonds paid, 


Thomas B. Buffum, treas., interest paid, 
Abatements of taxes, 1878, 

Expenses of schools, 

District No. 1, 


RECAPITULATION. 
Town officers, 
County paupers, including tramps, 
Town paupers, 
Town house, 
Town library, 
Blank books, stationery and printing, 
Breaking roads, 
Highways & railings, 
Building & repairing bridges, 
- Police, 
Walpole and Westminster peas: 
Miscellaneous, 


36 
28 
41 
1 
1 
2 


3,200 
756 
$30 

3,178 
800 


$8,680 


$11,683 


60 


78 
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TOWN DEBT. 
$ 9,000 00 


Bonds due, 
Interest due on bonds, 


Town officers and other unpaid 


bills, estimated, 


Due Town Treasurer, 


ASSETS. 


Taxes of 1878, uncollected, 
State bonds on hand, 
Interest due on same, 


Duh from County on paupers, 
Due from state, bounties paid, 


Present indebtedness of the town, 


90 00 
825 00 


$1,666 76 
3,000 00 


30 00 
81 66 
15 60 


ee 


ESTIMATES FOR 1879. 


Paupers, all classes, 

Highways and bridges, 

Town officers and contingent 
expenses, 

Support of schools, 

State tax, 

County tax, 

Bonds due in 1879, 

Interest on debt, 

Library, 


$410 00 
1,650 00 


1,450 00 
2,830 00 
2,820 00 
2,269 00 
3,000 00 

540 00 

160 00 


Less—Savings bank and railroad tax, 


$9,915 00 
348 80 


$10 263 80 


4,794 02 


$5,469 78 


$15,129 00 
$1,326 87 


13,802 13 


12 


2 


All of which is respectfully submitted by 
Alfred W. Burt, oe 


John C. Brown, of 
Benj. E. Webster, ) Walpole. 


REPORT OF TOWN TREASURER, 
For the year ending February 28, 1879. 


RECEIPTS. 

Cash on hand, March 1, 1878, $ 637 56 
Ree’d C. B. Lucke, taxes for 1877, 3,059 96 
AS He interest on same, 98 53 

i és taxes for 1878, 10,746 35) 
‘* County for paupers, , 238 49 
‘s State for coupons, 180 00 
AE Pc ‘¢ railroad tax, 3859 30 
SENT eS bis 06.) SENET PLY Ramee 916 12 
wa): he ipatiatobane WER sd we: iktgies gf 8 146 89 
‘¢ Town of Westminster for bridge account, 53 29 
‘© Lewis Lane, for cemetery lot, 15 00 
‘¢ for circus license, 10 00 
‘¢ for use of town hall, 9 00 
Cash due Treasurer, : 348 80 
$16,819 29 

DISBURSEMENTS. 

Paid town orders for 1878, $11,730 22 
‘* County tax, 2,269 07 
‘¢ State tax, 2,820 00 


a 


} $16,819 29 
T. B. BUFFUM, Treasurer. 
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The undersigned committee, appointed to settle with 
the Selectmen and Treasurer, have exumined their ac- 
counts, and find them well vouched and correctly cast. 


S. H. Porter, 
C. R. Crowell, } Auditors. 
EK. K. Seabury, 


REPORT OF THE TOWN 
SUPERINTENDING SCHOOL COMMITTEE 


In compliance with established usage, your committee 
herewith respectfully submits the Annual Report of the 
several Public Schools of the Town, for the year end- 
ing March Ist., 1879. 


The amount of money raised by the town for the sup- 
port of schools was $2800. Literary fund, $170.28. 
Amount of dog tax, $208. Divided as follows: To each 
district, $75. The remainder was divided per capita, each 
scholar receiving $3.75 


Below we give the tuniber of scholars as 
= returned by the Selectmen, together with the 


Scholars. 


Bs = amount received by each district. Ei 

2 <5 Names of Prudential Committee. E 

ra < 

1|137| S. H. Porter, $778 92 
2\113| Matthew Tole,  , | 512 71 
3} 21} Daniel O’Brien, 166 92 
4| 32) Charles Jennings, 208 27 
5| 21) Warren Thompson, 166 92 
6} 5) Willie Roy, 106 79 
7, 7 Farnham Marsh, 114 31 
8| 7 Haskall Town 314 31 
9| 18) Fred Graves, 155° 65 
10} 25) Wm. Ilall, 181 96 
11| 12} Geo. Parkinson, 133 10 
12) 34| H. E. Putnam, WD we 
13) 15} Scott Wellington, 144 37 


14; 24, Geo. Angier, 178 20 
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SPECIAL cREPOR Ss; 


District No. 2. The summer term of this,school was 
kept by Miss Jennie F. Ball, with whose record as a teach- 
er you are all familiar. She labored earnestly for its 
interests. We venture the assertion that no teacher with 
sixty pupils, ina school room like this, with its limited 
capacity and accommodations, can discharge her duties 
with any great degree of satisfaction, even to herself. 


The thought occurred to us on visiting the school, that 
history was repeating itself, in the story of Mother Goose 
of the woman who lived in a shoe, 


Miss Mary A. Clifford, of Rutland, Vt., was placed in 
charge through the remainder of the school year, with fifty 
three pupils in the fall and fifty five inthe winter. Miss 
Clifford evinces the qualifications of a good teacher; always 
cool and self-possessed, firm and commanding in her de- 
portment, she succeeded in winning the respect and es- 
teem of her scholars, and the progress made is satisfactory 
to all interested. The winter term is not yet closed. 


Permit us to suggest to the citizens of North Walpole 
that, while they provide themselves with beautiful and 
costly dwellings, and anice church edifice for public wor- 
ship, they should not forget the needs of their children. 


Instead of keeping them confined in that Old Stone Pri- 
son, so closely crowded together that one cannot change 
his position without disturbing his neighbor, you should 
erect a more commodious building, with two spacious 
rooms; divide the school into two departments; employ 
two teachers instead of one; and we venture the assertion 
that you will be better satisfied with the investment than in 
stocks that pay ten per cent. per annum. 
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District No. 3. Miss Flora L. Guild, was given 
the charge of this school during the Summer and Fall 
terms. When we first visited this school. it was very 
quiet and there seemed to be a lack of energy and a want 
of interest on the part of the scholars. But at the closing 
examination, the correct deportment, the ready and prompt 
answers in the various recitations were unmistakable proofs 
that faithful and efficient labor had been the motto of both 
teacher and pupils. The fall term was ony six weeks, 


with but eleven scholars. 


The winter term waskept by Mr. Chas. Fisher. The 
school was composed. of sixteen boy's. There was a lack 
of text books, which was partially supplied by the efforts 
of the teacher. The want of outline maps was also sup- 
plied by some very nice ones from the teacher’s own hand ; 
by the aid of which, together with the practice of map- 
drawing on the board, the geography classes made rapid 
progress. At the closing examination, although it was 
apparent that no special lessons had been given in disci- 
pline, it was evident that the school had made very com- 
mendable improvement under the Praca instruction of 
their veteran teacher. 


Disrricr No. -4.. The summer term ofthis school was 
under the instruction of Miss Alice M. Smith. She suc- 
ceeded in gaining the good will of her scholars and the 
school went through pleasantly, with a fair measure of suc- 
cess. Had she been a little more critical in her instruc- 
tion, and practiced a more thorough drill in some of the 
elementary branches, particularly in reading, it would 
have been more to the advantage of the school. 


The winter term was taught by Mr. Charles How- 
ard, of Acworth. ‘This was his first effort at teaching. 

-When Mr. Howard presented himself for examination, 
we found him well qualified, and predicted for him a suc- 
cesstul school, But on entering the schoolroom he did 
not evince the ready tact of a good disciplinarian. A skill- 
ful engineer is very careful to start his train on the right 
track, if he would have a successful run. There was a spir- 


s 
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it of insubordination which showed itself among some of 
the older members which, had it been met at the outset 
with the firmness and decisiow of a skillful tactician, 
would never have ripened into open rebellion. Those 
boys having left, either from fear of expulsion or a court 
of justice, the school went on smoothly, and those that re- 
mained learned well in the various branches. The young 
man who arrogates to himself the highest seat in the 
school room, and then makes it a pointto annoy and insult 
the teacher and disturb the school, will soon learn, that to 
uttain to an altitude of five feet two, or six feet, and to 
necumulate 160 avoirdupois, does not make a man; and 
when he enters the great public school of active life, 
public opinion will assign him the lowest seat or the 
dunce block. Should Mr. Howard pursue the calling of 
teacher, we believe this term's experience will render him 
successful iu the future. 


Districr No. 5. Miss Mary L. Brown was employed 
to take charge ofthis school. This was a transition from 
2 member of our High School to the teacher’s chair. She 
entered upon the duties of this school by the advice and 
recommendation of the teacher of the High School. We 
made this entry in our note book on our first. visit;—‘‘school 
orderly ; teacher and pupils earnestly at work” At the 
close there were but four scholars. It was evident that 
a mistake had been made somewhere. It seems that some 
of the pupils had been taken out or permitted to leave, 
because they were subjected to certain rules of discipline. 

A teacher may possess all the qualifications of a first 
class instructor, but if there is a home influence at work 
against her, she must fail of success. 


Parents must be blind indeed to the welfare of their 
children, who would prefer to let them stay at 
home or roam unrertrained over the fields and through the 
streets, rather than be subjected to wholesome rules of or- 


der in the schoolroom. 


Frank E. Benjamin, of Alstead, was employed in the 
winter. We have known Mr. Benjamin from his boyhood. 
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We first made his acquaintance when he was a member of 
a district school. He was studious and orderly, and one 
of the clearest headed boys in the town. Knowing him 
to be a young man of exemplary habits and a good scholar , 
we congratulated the Prudential Committee, when we 
heard whom he had employed, for being so fortunate in his 
choice of teachers. 

This term like that of the summer, was nearlv a failure, 
yet from no faultof the teacher. The patrons of the school 
were divided into two factions, in consequence ofa disa- 
greement in a little matter outside of the school, which 
should never have been allowed tv affect it. There were 
a few, however, who seemed determined that the school 
should not prosper. In the course of a few weeks there 
were again but four members of the school. 

If there are parents in this district desirous of bringing 
up their children in ignorance, and of sowing the seeds of 
discord in their minds, they have only to continue the plan 
they have adopted of removing them from school for some 
imaginary wrong conceived in ‘their own disordered brains, 


and they will soon reap an abundant harvest. 


District No. 6. Miss Flora A. Willard, of Langdon, 
was employed in this schoo] for the summer and fall terms. 

She was a faithtul, earnest teacher, yet her labors were 
confined within very narrow limits, with but four scholars 
in the summer and three in the fall. 


District No. 7. The summer term of this school was 
taught by Miss Jennie M. McAlister, of Keene, a teacher 
vf experience and ability, and we could but wish that the 
benefit of her instructions might be felt in a larger school. 

There were only six pupils. Miss Jennie F. Ball was 
employed in the fall. We visited the school about the 
middle of the term and found it orderly and making steady 
advancement under her efficient management. Although 
we were unable to be present at the closing examination, 
we do not hesitate to say she was faithful to the close. 


District No 8. The school year of this district con- 
sisted of twenty one weeks,—eight in the summer and 
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thirteen in the autumn. It was under the direction of 
Miss Bertha A. Wilbur, of Surry, during the year. This 
was her first school and she acquitted herself creditably in 
her new vocation. The school was small and but little 
advanced. ‘The progress made was satisfactory to patrons 
and committee. 


District No. 9. Miss Addie R. Hall was given the 
charge of this school in the summer. There were eight 
scholars, mostly small. She won their confidence, aroused 
- their interest, and at the close of the term it was evident 
that they had performed their daily tasks with care and 
diligence. 


The winter term, with eleven scholars, was commenced 
by Miss Flora L. Guild. In her quiet, earnest and unob- 
trusive way, she at once gained the respect of her pupils, 
and started them for a good term’s work. At the close of 
the eighth week her health failed, and she was obliged to 
resign. Miss Hall, the teacher of the summer term; car- 
vied it successfully through the remaining part of the term. 


District No. 10. This district commenced the school 
year of two terms in the autumn. Miss Julia L. Davis of 
Chestertield, was given the charge of the school, which 
position she held throughout the year. Itismade up of 
earnest workers ; their motto is Improvement. They re- 
quire energy, perseverance and hard labor at the hands of 
the teacher; she proved herself adequate to these re- 
quirements. Mutual good feeling seemed to exist be- 
tween teacher and pupils. They were always orderly and 
studious. As a consequence the school has made a good 
record tor the year. Compared with the other districts, 
we accord to this the palm in point of scholarship. 


District No. 11. Miss Lizzie J. Graves, living in the 
district, keptthe summer school. This was her first at- 
tempt at teaching. She discharged her duties faithfully 
with the three sinall children of which the school was com- 
posed. 
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Miss S. Emma Demorest, of New York city, was em- 
ployed in the winter. She is a good scholar, and has a 
happy faculty of imparting instruction to others. Had she 
evinced a little more energy and decision in her manage- 
ment, and insisted upon promptness in recitations, and 
taught them to be more self-reliant, the school would have 
received greater benefit from her instruction. 


District No. 12. Miss Georgie E. Randall, of Alstead, 
was engaged in the summer. She has taught this school 
several terms before. She sustained her previous good 
record. 


The fall term was kept by Miss Leora E. Stewart, of 
Bellows Falls, Vt. She entered earnestly into the work, 
and the school made commendable progress under her in- 
struction. A little more careful drill in reading would | 
have been an improvement. 


Mr. Thomas C. Sparhawk, 2nd., was employed in the 
winter. This was the first time he assumed a teacher’s re- 
sponsibility. We were happy to notice the success that 
attended it. His school was always quiet and orderly and 
made good improvement. A few terms’ experience will 
give him an honorable position in the corps of teachers. 


Dist. No. 13. This school was in session two terms. 
The fall term was taught by Miss Emma L. Bennett, of 
Westmoreland. Miss Bennett is a teacher of some expe- 
rience, having taught several terms successfully in her 
native town. This school was small, and, with her ability 
and tact, her task was comparatively easy. Her relations 
with the scholars were always pleasant, and her care and 
treatment of them merited the approval of all interested. 

Miss Jennie F. Ball was employed in the winter. With 
the exception of a little incident which occurred near the 
commencement, in which one of the pupils was dismissed 
because he refused to conform to’the rules of the school, 
everything was harmonious, and the scholars accomplished 
a good term’s work under her direction. 


- 
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District No. 14. Thesummer term of this school was 
taught by Miss Cora B. Hubbard, of Chesterfield. Miss 
Hubbard is an excellent teacher. On our first visit we 
found the school in perfect order and every member busily 
at work. The closing examination showed that they had 
heen laboring te excel. The reading was excellent. All 
things considered, this school was second to none in town. 

Mr Daniel W. Marden, of Londonderry, Vt., was em- 
ployed to take charge of the winter term. He carried the 
school through the term in the orderly condition in which 
he found it, and the scholars made steady advancement 
under his instruction. 


GENERAL REMARKS. 


Ir has been our aim to make a true report of the 
condition of the schools, not hesitating te censure where 
we deemed it just, nor to praise where we thought it 
due. In our suggestions to teachers, particularly to 
those who had never before assumed a teacher’s respon- 
sibilities, we have endeavored to impress upon them the 
importance of their mission, and the untiring energy and 
patience, the firmness and tact, necessary to a full meas~ 
ure of success. 


With one or two exceptions, we think the schools 
will compare favorably with those of past years. There 
ure some difficulties in the way of rapid advancement in 
some of the districts. Where they do not number more 
than from three to six scholars, it is impossible to 
awaken much enthusiasm, If the town would adopt 
some method by which the small districts could be 
consolidated, it would be much to the advantage of the 
scholars. 
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Our schools are,too much a little world within them- 
selves. This is, in part, the fault of teachers.. They, 
should associate more, cultivate a spirit of emulation, 
visit each other’s schools occasionally, and compare notes. 
They will always learn something from the management 
of other schools which will aid them in conducting their 
own—some little plan of arranging a class or conduct- 
ing a recitation, which may be adopted or perhaps im- 
proved upon. This will tend to break the monotony of 
the school room, awaken more interest in the minds of 
the pupils, and stinnlate them ‘to greater exertions. If 
teachers were allowed one day in every month in which 
to visit schools, it would be time and money well spent. 
It is believed by some of the best educators in the 
State, that our schools are not as good and our teachers 
not as eflicient as in years past “when our educational 
system was under the supervision of a State Superin- 
tendent and County School Commissioners, and when 
teachers’ institutes were held in every county. Petitions 
ure in circulation, to be presented to the next LegisJature 
praying for a return to that system. 

Another evil in the way of success is a want of punctuality. 
Parents shonld require their children to be in schook 
every day durimg the term, if they would have them 
make the best improvement possible under the cireum- 
stances. Let one member of a class absent himself 
once or twice each week, and he soon loses his place, 
falls behind, and, if kept im the class, he becomes a dead 
weight to be carried along by the other members. 
Never allow them to lose a “single recitation when it is 
possible for them to be at their post. 


Finally, every child should be taught the lesson of 
self-dependeuve and self-exertion. If they would become 
scholars, they must study. If they would be respected, 
they must learn to respect others. In short, if they 
would ‘lay a firm, broad, and smooth foundation on 
which to mould a noble character, they must quarry it 


vith the human chisel of industry, by steady and per- 
sistent strokes. 
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All of which is respectfully submitted. 
, Town 
oe ids VE ORLETS ¢ suerintending 
S. Committee 


The Roll of Honor and the Tabular Reports, compiled by 
the Town Superintendent may be found on the last pages 
ef the report. 


REPORT OF THE 
~ SUPERINTENDING SCHOOL COMMITTEE 
| FOR DISTRICT NO. 1. 


The school year which has now come to a 
close has been one of steady growth and pros- 
perity. The same teachers have been continued 
in each department during the three terms, and 
their work has been fruitful in good results. The school 
buildings have been, thoroughly painted, adding much to 
their beauty, as well as serving to prevent any tendency 
to deterioration and decay. In order to relieve some- 
what the increased burden of taxation made necessary 
by. these improvements, the district voted at its last 
annual meeting to shorten the spring term in each de- 
partment to ten weeks, So that there have been but 
thirty-four weeks of school instead of the usual thirty- 
six during the year. 
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Your Superintendent believes that, notwithstanding the 
pressure of the times, it will be good policy to continue 
the sessions ‘for the year to come at least as long as 
during that now closed; and he is informed that it” cab 
be done at a reduction of $200 from the sum appropri- 
ated last year. It is always good economy to» make lib- 
eral appropriations for all such purposes. There is noth- 
ing which adds more to the strength and stability of any 
community than well conducted schools for the develop- 
ment of the intellectual and moral faculties of the chil- 
dren and youth. The graded system which has been in 
operation here for the last twenty-five years is well 
adapted to the district. The number of seholars attend- 
ing school in all departments during the past year has 
been 109, 117, and 104, for the three terms respectively. 
They have been about equally divided between the three 
departments. These numbers are somewhat small- 
er than in recent years, but an increase may reason- 
ably be expected for the year to come, since the 
_ Primary school has usually been larger. 
Commending these facts to the consideration of the 
people of the district, and trusting that a system which 
has worked so well for a quarter of a century will not 
be abandoned from false notions of economy, nor for the 
adoption of any “penny wise and pound foolish” policy » 
I ask your attention more particularly to the condition of 
the separate schools. 


Hicu Scnoox. Under the direction of Mr. Crowell, 
who has had charge of this department for about ten 
years, the pupils have made commendable progress. 
There has been no spread-eagle style of teaching, having 
chief. reference to a orand exhibition on public oeca- 
sions, rather than at the real advantage of the scholars ; 
but, so far as I have observed, there has seemed to be a 
constant effort to unfold the natural powers which they 
possessed, and to excit within them a love and enthusi- 
asm for study. By the adoption of this method and per- 
sistently following it year after year, the pupil is not all 
at sea as soon as he is thrown upon his own resources, 
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but is able to give the reason for his position at each step 
of its progress. I think the best results of Mr. Crowell’s 
method appear after pupils have been under his care for 
several years, when the seed, so careiully planted has 
had time to germinate and bear fruit. It tends to make 
the scholars self-reliant, and to give them confidence in 
the conclusions which they reach; which are certainly 
Important helps in enabling the young to take up and 
carry forward the responsible work to which they may 
be called in future. 


In order to stimulate this self-reliant spirit and to 
give some practical knowledge of the art of discussing 
public questions, the plan of holding a series of meet- 
ings at the school room was devised, at which various 
questions of interest were considered. Several of these 
meetings have been held during the winter, the mem- 
bers of the school being called upon to read or declaim, 
while the discussion of the questions was left to their 
elders. The good effects of this plan were manifest at 
the usual exhibition at the close of the term, when two 
of the young misses read a» paper made up of original 
compositions from different members of the school, and 
several of the young gentlemen engaged in the discus- 
sion of an important question. Your Superintendent 
learns from those who were present on that occasion, 
that all the exercises were exceedingly creditable to the 
participants, and reflected honor upon the teacher and 
the school. It is to be hoped that something of the 
same nature may, be adopted in future terms, and that 
the pleasant and useful ties which have hitherto existed 
between Mr. Crowell and this school may be continued 
for many: years. | ; 


INTERMEDIATE ScHoou. At the opeuing of the school 
year, it seemed to the prudential committee desirable 
to continue the policy, so successfully inaugurated last 
year, of having a male teacher in this department. Mr. 
R. W. Sparhawk, of this town, was placed in charge. 


The school has prospered under his instruction. There 
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has been no serious disturbance among the scholars, much 
to the relief of your Superintendent and the people of 
the district. The discipline of the school has been kindly 
but firm, and there has been no opportunity for the spirit 
of insubordination, which has made so much mischief in 
previous years, to show itself in any serious form. ‘There 
has also been a good degree of progress among the 
pupils,—as much, perhaps, as could reasonably be ex- 
pected of children of their age. The winter term has 
not yet closed; but from what your Superintendent has 
observed during the year, he has no doubt that the final 
examination will be interesting and satisfactory to all 
concerned. 


Primary ScHoout. This department has been through 
the year under the care of Miss Mary L. Aldrich, who 
taught the school so successfully for two terms of the year 
before. Miss A. excels in thoroughness of drill, which is 
of more importance in primary schools than people are 
wont toimagine. It is sometimes thought that anybody can 
teach little children. Butexperience teaches that it is notso ; 
—that it requires abundance of energy, decision, and 
tact; and that without these qualities one is as likely to 
fail in elementary as in advanced schools. It seems to 
me that the teacher has steadily gained in her power over 
the pupils, and that the result of her efforts in ‘‘getting 
them on” can hardly tail to be satisfactory to parents and 
all friends of the school. The order has been good, and 
the regularity and punctuality of attendance very com- 
mendable. In view of the excellent results of the year’s 
service, it is to be hoped that the prudential committee, 
to be, chosen at the annual meeting, will be able to secure 
Miss Aldrich as teacher in future terms. 


Text-Booxs. Your Superintendent is not in favor of 
Jrequent changes in text-books. Such a policy entails a 
burden of expense upon the public which is not justified 
by the good results reached. The law which forbids more 
than one such change in a single year is, therefore, sound. 
and wise. Sometimes, however, a change is needed if 
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we would keep in the line of trve progress. The only 
change made during the past year has been in the geog- 
raphies, throwing aside ‘‘Our World,” which was never 
well adapted to use in our country schools, and putting 
in its place ‘*Harper’s School Geography,” which seems 
to be admirably adapted to its purpose. It was found 
that the change could be made at very moderate ex- 
pense to each pupil, and that the new books, after 
introduction, could be purchased at much lower rates than 
the old ones. So that it seemed in every way desirable 
to avail ourselves of the advantages offered in the new 
publication. This is the third change of text-books 
which has been made within the past five or six years ; 
and it seems to your Superintendent that nothing fur- 
ther in this direction will be needed for a long time to 
come. The books now authorized are all of them good, 
and, with reasonably efficient teachers, they may be 
made as useful to the pupils attending our schools as 
any that the market affords. Trusting that the people 
of the district who have given attention to the subject 
will appreciate the value of the improvements which 
have been made, and will be incited to new interest 
and effort in the work of education, I hereby bring this 
report to a close. 


Allot which is respectfully submitted. 
WILLIAM BROWN, 


Superintending School Committee for District No. 1. 
Walpole, March 1st, 1879. 
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REPORT. OF TOWN LIBRARY COMMITTEE FOR 
‘THE YEAR ENDING MARCH 1, 1879. 


The library has been used during the year as freely 
as heretofore, and we hope with the same profitable re- 
sults. Although the amount appropriated for the pur- 
chase of books during the year has*not been actually 
drawn from the Treasurer, your committee have ordered 
about $65 worth of desirable books, which will be 
placed on the sbelves in a few days. They have also 
ordered the binding of between 40 and 50 vols. valua- 
ble magazines presented to the town by Mr. Wm. P. 
Mason, which, with the books ordered, will use up the 
appropriation of last year. A small bill for repairs due 
Geo. H. Tilden & Co. yet remains unpaid. 


RECEIPTS AND EXPENDITURES. 
Rec'd of C. C. Davis, for imperfect 


catalogues returned to him, $5 90 
Ree’d of R. L. Ball, Librarian, for fines 
collected, 4 08 
$9 98 
Paid balance due for books purchased in 
1878, | $1 16 
Paid Miss Ball and Miss Aldrich for 
services preparing catalogue, 6 00 
Cash on hand, 2 82 
$9 98 


George Aldrich, Library 


Josiah G. Bellows, ) Town 
George A, Blake, ) Committee. 
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ACUI (CHR EIN Sa sere 


NUMBER OF SCHOLARS NEITHER ABSENT NOR TARDY. 


District No. 2. Not yet closed. 


Dist. No. 3. Annie O’Brien, Minnie M. totttena 
Fred. A. Howe, E. H. Kidder, B. F. Kidder, James 
O’Brien, Fred. Prentiss, Chas. Rich, Walter Wetherbee, 
I. Wetherbee, Walter Wightman, Frank Dwinell. 

Dist. No. 4. Chas. Ballam, Fred. L. Carr, Warren 
W. Guild, Fred A. Ramsey, Sarah E. Ramsey, Elwin E. 
Guild, Helen M. Guild, Alice W. Jennings, Amy W. 
Jennings. 

District No. 5. Walter E. Graves. 


District No. 6. Lizzie R. Selkirk, Bertie E. Webster, 
Carrie E. Webster. 

Dist. No. 7. Willie A. Marsh, Emma M. Marsh, 
Albert L. Marsh. 

Dist. No. 8. Willie E. Wilber, Weston E. Wilber. 

Dist. No. 9. Albert H.: Hall, Lillie E. Heald, Adelma 
Fletcher, Ida M. Heald, Lizzie Webber, Emma Titus. 

Dist. No. 10. Florence Foster, Percy Hall, Annie 
Foster, Katie Tiffany, Everett Houghton, Emma Hough- 
ton, Hiram Foster, George Houghton, Geo. Taggard, 
Willie Taggard, John Taggard, Charles Seward. 

Dist. No. 11. Ida M. Graves. 

Dist. No. 12. Fred E. Corbin, Herbert Cook, Fred 
J. Ellis, Nellie Ellis, Bertie Knight, Willie Lovell, 
Charles Nash, Beulah Nash, Ida Nash, Mary Ober, Alice 
Ober, Della G. Witt, George Kelley, Chas. Kelley. 

Dist. No. 18. Emma B. Jennison, Frank W. Jen- 
nison, Harry J. Jennison. 

Dist. No. 14. Rebecca Jennison, Emily M. Jenni- 
son, Alice M. Parkinson, Ida M. Stacy, Harry E. 
Brown, Thomas Quinton. 


16° 


e6 {26° 16" {86° [06° |867}08/06)09 "8/09 F/O0T/96" |96°)\06|76" |S6° [06° 


SOTSLS OS OT OS"ST/46 G/9’61/6'9/9 |L 1066 
GI} 9 {618% 
GG 


AwOowmnoOrnnw 


NA 


N 


ope 


nN 


OT 


by] el] Te) & 
t 9 0 | 0 
6 j @| G 
T g Gl; & 
g Gl) 8st) &@ 
I g GI] @ 
9 8 8] & 
0 0 04 <0 
6 St} Os) 
G6} 9G} 9G) D9 
8 6 Or; 8 
él] Gti stl It 


» 


ray 


alDmenonmmamne 


N 
CO OS Oo rs OD 
ie 8) Ss = 


Groom 


b ieee S Se. GE Ma ODOR 
i<2) — 


Ammtooowswoaninoewo 


Ne 


4. 


DHODDAOMMNOND 


06" ~ - FUPUN}4V JO "Jue Jad apRIIAy 
& 0G '6| & |81/GL'6/S OTOP Sh) TE"09) ~ more ‘IDUBPUA}JV IOBIOAY 
QT] ot] FT/Se} 2 | 2) 22] ee] 7 84970 [Je Aq SISTA JO Tequin Ny 
0! olglo| o| o| tl o "UL0*) [VIJUSpNIT Aq SpISIA Jo Joquinyy 
L|.2|/2i2| | | z2@| 2 |'op sutpuszutedng Aq szIsta Jo roquuiny 
el°eltig| #1 tl. * 9|—2 ‘APIVY JOU JUOSqe Jey Weu Jequiny 
Sesh Ou Ol Li) Fs) Tg te. ee EMDIMY Soe JounnN 
Gt ease | Ti PP pS & Fe OS 10 ee 
o| ololz| gelz| #l 9 - . Sossourpiey Jo JaquinN 
0 0 1.0 10 0 0 0 T = ° OT TOAD SFVl[OUaS JO AO ULN NT 
e| -/etlozl It] stl 2# 9¢4240 pu plo sivak F sIvpoyos Jo JoquinN 
Z| 0z|-0z/4e] 0z| 0% 98] . Ze =  “qyuout Jad ‘stoyovey Jo sasv A\ 
orl ots iorl 91 2 ot ofl > 890M UL OOYDS Jo Yy4sue' ys 
o olgirl gl ¢ ‘SLOTEISHT 


Tt 


‘SLST ‘STOOHOS TIva GNV HaWAWNS 


Sr ere 


'6'ON ATSVL 


32 


TABLE NO, 3. 


nex. me “ 


WINTER SCEIOOLS, 1878-9. 


= auciieeion ee 


DISTRICTS, 2 U4 e022 1s 4 
Length of school in weeks, . = / - - - 12 |12/14 |12 |18]18 |14 |11 [18 [13 
Wages of teachers per month, ~- - - mete - {40 [28/86 [32 |28/29 |28 28 |20 [32 
Number of scholars over 4 years old, - - . ~ - {55 |16/26 |12 |11/24 |10 16 |20 |20 
Number of scholars over 16, - - - - ~ ~ 8 [65.14] 1)9 | 2;1 $4 1 4 
Number of tardinesses, - “ - - & sat se - 1271208 = 2 14 eo ere. tet 
Number not absent - - - - = = aie ta 3S a Oe oe 
Number not tardy, - - - - - - - (|47 |16/21 |10] 6/22 | 4]10 |20 {18 
Number neither absent nor tardy,” - ~ - i 6) 3 CP E46 2 Pet 2 
Number of visits by Superintending Committee, - - ~ yaa a-Si a] Stay ya yg Se 
Number of visits by Prudential Committee, - - - 2: 1 O-O- lab Pi t= | OE Oe 
Number of visits by others, - - - - . = {19 | 9/20 | 9 |25/23 | 6/42 |41 | 8 
Average attendance, - » 2 es - . = -  |45.5/14)19.5/'74 | 9/21.5)7.5/13% |162 |16 
Average per cent. of attendines - - = + - - 90 |90\S5 |'78 |81/90 [68 |89 [71 {80 


Errata: On page 22nd., third line from bottom, for mould read build, and in the next line, for 
human read hammer and.- 


